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The European Union backs the Kyrgyz Bar's
strategy to protect lawyers' rights and increase ethical standards
Osh, 29 June 2017
On 30 June 2017, Osh will host a round table «On the protection of lawyers’ rights and ethical standards of the legal
profession», organised by the EU-Central Asia Rule of Law Platform, in cooperation with the Kyrgyz and the Paris Bars.
The objective of the round-table is to provide exposure to best European practices in the area of protection of the rights of
lawyers and ethical standards and to propose related recommendations aimed both at lawyers themselves and at decision
makers, and the public in general. The round-table would therefore contribute to reinforcing the independence of lawyers
and to strengthening the rule of law in the Kyrgyz Republic. Experts from France, Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz
Republic will engage in a dialogue and will exchange information on the laws and practices of their countries, with emphasis
of relevant case law of the European Court of Human Rights.
Co-chaired by Board Members of the Kyrgyz and the Paris Bars, the round-table will pursue the cooperation between the
Kyrgyz and Paris Bars initiated with the signing of a Partnership Agreement in October 2015, under the auspices of the Rule of
Law Platform. The Partnership Agreement’s objective is for the two Bars to support each other and their Members, on all
matters of mutual interest relating to the exercise of the profession of lawyer, the development of the law and practice
pertaining to the rule of law and the administration of justice and substantive developments in the law itself, both in France
and Kyrgyzstan and at international level.
As emphasised by EU High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini, “defendants should be granted full access to
full defense rights.” Core principles regulating the legal profession are the basis of the deontology of the European legal
profession, and which contribute to shaping the European but also the Central Asian lawyer. They are essential to the newlyestablished legal professions of Central Asia that are struggling to establish their independence; and to increase
understanding among lawyers of the importance of the lawyer’s role in society.
The EU-Central Asia Rule of Law Platform project acts as a support mechanism to facilitate policy dialogue and promote the
measures contributing to legal reforms in each of the Central Asian countries. The Platform is being funded by the European
Union to the amount of EUR 1.8 million and is implemented by IBF International Consulting.
Time and date: 30 June 2017, 10.00 – 16.00 (Registration will start at 9.45).
Venue: Conference Room, Sunrise Osh Hotel, Masalieva Street 25, Osh, Kyrgyz Republic
For more information please contact Mr. Xavier Barré, Team Leader, at tel. +33 661 207 074, e-mail: barre@ruleoflaw.eu.
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The European Union is made up of 28 Member States who have decided to
gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a
period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy
and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements
and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders.

