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A regional seminar on the Right to a Fair Trial brings together
European and Central Asian practice and expertise
BISHKEK – In the framework of the Rule of Law Initiative for Central Asia established by the EU and
led by France and Germany, the project «Rule of Law Platform – Central Asia» will hold a regional seminar
on the Right to a Fair Trial on 4-5 April 2013 in Bishkek, in partnership with the Ministry of Justice of
France. Mr. Thibaut Fourrière, French Ambassador to the Kyrgyz Republic and Mr. Almambet Shykmamatov,
Minister of Justice of the Kyrgyz Republic will chair the seminar.
The objective of the seminar is to provide exposure to best European practices in this field, and to propose
ideas for reformation of the Criminal Procedural Law in Kyrgyzstan and the other countries of Central Asia,
contributing to strengthening Rule of Law in the region. It aims at strengthening the knowledge of legal and
judicial international standards and practices among judicial and legal professionals in Central Asia. European
and Central Asian experts will deliver presentations providing an overview on the legislations of European
Union and Central Asian countries, and a discussion on the possible introduction of the international standards
of the fair trial in the Criminal Procedure of the Central Asian countries.
Based of the Final Communiqué of the Third Conference of Ministers of Justice of the European Union
and Central Asian Countries, which took place on 6-7 December 2012 in Brussels, the regional seminar on
“The Right to a Fair Trial” aims at facilitating and deepening cooperation on relevant issues related to access
to justice and the right to a fair trial.
As underlined by Ambassador Chantal Hebberecht, Head of the EU Delegation to the Kyrgyz Republic:
“The European Union and the Rule of Law Platform project support the creation by the Central Asian
countries of a modern Criminal Justice system. Procedural safeguards during pre-trial detention and at all
stages of the trial are a necessary component of Rule of Law in a modern and democratic state”.
A key element of the EU-Central Asia Strategy for a New Partnership, the “Rule of Law Initiative for
Central Asia” constitutes the overarching regional framework for enhanced cooperation in the Rule of Law
area, aimed at supporting legal reforms in Central Asia and the sharing of EU experience. Under the auspices of
the Rule of Law Initiative, the Rule of Law Platform regional project acts as a support mechanism to facilitate
policy dialogue and promote the measures contributing to legal reforms in each of the Central Asian countries.
Time and date: 4-5 April 2013, 9.30 – 18.00 (Registration will start at 9.00).
Venue: Bishkek, Ak Keme Hotel
For more information, please, contact Ms. Elena Yurova Project Assistant, at tel. +(34) 91 399 25 88, e-mail:
e.yurova@altairasesores.es, or Mr. Cono Giardullo, Political Officer, e-mail cono.giardullo@eeas.europa.eu Mr.
Daniyar Jakypov, Press and Information Officer, e-mail daniyar.jakypov@eeas.europa.eu , EU Delegation to the Kyrgyz
Republic, at tel: (+ 996 312) 261003,ext. 126
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The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to
gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a
period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy
and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements
and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders.

